Hiroshima Junior International Forum 2023
Hiroshima Declaration
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We, the 85 participants from 24 different countries, gathered at the 8th Hiroshima Junior
International Forum, held from August 15th to 18th 2023 in Hiroshima. Following the Hiroshima G7
Summit held in May, we further discussed the abolition of nuclear weapons and peacebuilding.
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We came together with a shared objective; to foster a world where the dignity and rights of every
individual are respected, differences are accepted, and where the pursuit of knowledge and
understanding transcends boundaries. We are guided by the somber lessons of history and inspired
by Hiroshima’s resiliency as a symbol of growth and hope. The strength of young minds to overcome
regional, cultural, and ideological boundaries is highlighted by this platform. We want to reaffirm our
commitment to actively contribute to the future of our planet as we think about and discuss issues of
global importance. Our unity strengthens and solidifies our voices, and we benefit from having
representatives of countries from all over the globe.
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We sincerely appreciate the Hiroshima Prefecture Government for providing the opportunity of
debating and exchanging ideas concerning such important matters. We want to emphasize the
importance of events such this which are crucially vital in the journey towards a world we can be
proud of.
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<{Chal lenges and Solutions for Abolitions of Nuclear Weapons>#%E=RSEE#EIZ M T 1-PkEf & 2B

We recognize nuclear deterrence and proliferation as challenges to the abolition of nuclear weapons.
Extreme nationalism is a catalyst leading to distrust between states and can potentially cause
security dilemmas among them. In order to ease extreme nationalism, we propose that people
around the world work to respect each other and connect on a global scale. To do this, we first propose
that international peace events such as the Hiroshima Junior International Forum be used to enhance
mutual understanding. By collaborating like this, we can convene with others and work to create
solutions that can help aid in the goal of abolishing nuclear weapons utilizing the knowledge gained
in these forums. Secondly, we propose to increase the number of sister cities and sister schools. By
doing this, we can bring people together and create positive global relationships which in turn can
assist in lessening prejudices and preconceived notions of others. In this way and through knowing
each other as people rather than “enemies” we can enhance trust between countries. Thus creating
an environment in which this trust thereby decreases the danger of using nuclear weapons on each
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other. This would be true through mutual understanding of the effects nuclear weapons would have
on people that they have built empathy for.
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We recognize the importance of verification towards the abolition of nuclear weapons. In connection
to this, for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) to be an effective instrument,
we must be able to verify and confirm the absence of nuclear weapons. Doing this requires an
arrangement in which the countries are able to hold one another accountable. Therefore, we propose
a mechanism in which specialized ambassadors, with expertise in nuclear weapons, are dedicated to
mutually and periodically audit and ensure the absence of nuclear weapons. This requires that
countries work as pairs. Each country has a partner so that the ambassador of one country can
communicate with the corresponding ambassador of the partner country to meet and mutually
confirm the absence of nuclear weapons. However, to decrease the risks of secret possession of nuclear
weapons, the pairs would be subject to change after a predetermined term. This system has the
additional benefit of offering a compromise to ensure countries neither feel threatened nor feel
disadvantaged in the realm of their national security.
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<Roles of the Young Generation for the Nuclear Abolition>#%ESBEEEIZH (T=& D EE
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We, the young generation, will promote intercultural understanding, resulting in enriched cultural
knowledge for the abolition of nuclear weapons. By actively engaging in the current efforts, such as
forums in Hiroshima, held by the government of Japan, or even official meetings organized by the
United Nations, we, the youth, can aspire to make change. By interacting with people from different
perspectives, we can create a global community. One such commitment is to abolish nuclear weapons
for world peace.
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Spreading the Message * v t+—C L83

We, the young generation, will not only spread the message to let the world know how dreadful
nuclear weapons are, but will also commit to cooperating towards critical thinking about the bombs'
massive destruction. If we can visualize the impact the dropping of the atomic bomb had on Hiroshima,
while highlighting the architecture and nature, people will be able to picture vividly in their minds
what they have seen and remember it forever. Using ‘manga’ [Japanese comics], and other forms of
visual media, to spread these messages is another option for spreading the stories. Since manga is
popular world-wide, we will be able to convey the horror of nuclear weapons not only on paper, but
also via online means as well as effectively in media such as anime and movies. It will include
information on the damage caused by nuclear weapons not only in Japan but around the world and
convey the message of all victims of nuclear weapons and nuclear tests. Consequently, the number of
reasons to justify the use of nuclear weapons will decrease.
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Furthermore, we, the young generation, are open to making use of social media. By using our
strengths, we can share Hibakushas' stories in different languages via social media. We can also
arrange a question box for listeners, and by having listeners asking thought-provoking questions, we
can promote a deeper understanding or interest in the stories of devastation and fear brought by the
use of nuclear weapons.
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<Roles of Hiroshima for Nuclear Abolition>i%ZES8EEMEIZRT1-EEDKRE

Language &%

We expect Hiroshima to be more accessible to people around the world. We believe that the current
language barrier limits Hiroshima’s ability to effectively communicate with individuals about the
tragedy of that fateful day. For example, Ms. Keiko Ogura is known to be one of the few English-
speaking Hibakusha in Hiroshima. That alone is concerning. Hiroshima should increase English
literacy for residents. The ultimate goal of Hiroshima should be to become an active international city
of global renown. Other major languages as well as English should continue to be widely and actively
used and promoted in the city. This will lead to global advocating against nuclear warfare.
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Media and Technology * T4 7&T4H/A0P—

We expect Hiroshima to use the latest communication tools and technology to reach the emotions of
people in such a way that the story becomes more than a history book. It is important to build an
attractive website to encourage more people to advocate for the abolition of nuclear weapons. Along
with a good online platform, Hiroshima should implement technology to create a more immersive
experience. For example, a VR simulation of the city before and after the bombing to show the mass
destruction. Moreover, Hiroshima can use the same technology to show the dangers of more advanced
nuclear weapons of today and the urgency to prevent the use of nuclear weapons.
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Collaboration 17f&h

Along with the use of media, we can utilize collaboration with national and international
organizations to reach a wider audience. This includes schools and NGOs that can spread knowledge
on the dangers of nuclear weapons. For schools, Hiroshima can send representatives, host online
events, and encourage students to learn about nuclear warfare and take action. Additionally, events
like the Hiroshima Junior International Forum, which is funded by the Hiroshima Prefecture, can be
used as a starting point to recruit young leaders who can help translate stories from Hibakusha in
various languages. Our expectation is for Hiroshima to take and provide every opportunity possible
to propagate the elimination of nuclear weapons.
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{Chal lenges and Solutions Regarding for a More Peaceful World>&k Y FF17ZHF(ZMm F71-38RE & fF
REK

Inequalities FEZ

We recognize the daily presence of inequalities based on gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
religion, disabilities, wealth, income gap and other factors which could lead to conflicts between people.
In order to deal with this challenge, we encourage our governments to secure equal representation
for minority groups in decision-making processes and address socio-economic disparities. We would
also promote interactions among people from various backgrounds. For example, hosting events such
as forums attended by national and municipal governmental organisations, the youth, business
people and so on to discuss challenges and promote mutual understanding.
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Self-centred Perspective B2 HILEILIARA

Some states are self-centered and only focus on their own interest. This can interfere in the mutually
desirable benefits and worsen human rights circumstances, and make the shortage of resources more
serious. As a result, they make resolving global issues like the climate crisis even more difficult. For
this reason, we propose an approach of global collaboration and resource-sharing to prioritize
collective well-being over national interest. We also encourage wider civil society to empower local
voices and build bridges between divided opinions.
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People who care only about domestic issues can be narrow-minded and thus could be mobilised by the
nationalistic arguments of self-centered states' leaders resulting in being involved in conflicts. For a
solution, education should be improved so that people can learn more about global issues, so we should
support inclusive and open-minded education that underscores diversity between people. To realize
such courses, state and local governments should grant more opportunities to encourage students to
study abroad.
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<Roles of the Young Generation to Build Peaceful Communities and Societies>FFfI%: i1t &% E
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People can be mobilised for violent conflicts as well as peaceful actions. Thus, all of us, including the
youth, should be the change to transform the world we want to see in the future.
NZNTHERIZRATENIZ T T <, BINMFICOBE SN ZERHV T, LEDN-> T, HE2ED
B2 BREN, FERAIZWHERAEZEZ TS FEL R D& TT,

Participation in politics: we, the young generation, should be enthusiastic to be actively involved in
politics on all levels. We will closely monitor our governments, their policies and how they run our
countries. We will never miss opportunities to exercise our voting rights. This can facilitate a
participatory mindset in the youth towards international politics.
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Promoting education in traditional backgrounds: we, the youth of today, will call on our governments
to provide universal education for all of us, including minorities, the poor, and people in remote areas.
As a means for that objective, we propose satellite television and solar powered phones to make
education available to everybody. Also, we are going to ask the United Nations to empower institutions
in order to promote the same standard of universal education. Through those processes, we will
endeavour to achieve a mindset leading to a better and peaceful world.

BRI R CTOHE O - BT bS BOREFIX, PEIR. ALWAL, ERHMOANL 2GR H
ERICEEMNZ2HABE A RET 2 X OBUFICKRDET, TOHMNZERTL2FEE LT, BEbiFFELR

5



HEEZZITOND XOICTHWMET VE L KB BOEF LR LET, £io, R bITEEIT L
T, A CKHEDEIEH) 72 205 2 HEtE 9~ 5 72 0 1245 J@E%L—?Kéi JEGELET, T rE A%
HWUT, A2 HIT R RODFEMARHRICHORNLEZ T2 RET 5L 950 E T,

We are aware of the advantages and disadvantages of current information technologies. We will utilise
our skills and knowledge of our social media to disseminate what we have learnt through this forum.
However, at the same time, we are aware of the risks behind these technologies, such as
disinformation and misinformation, which can lead to cultural violence. We will increase media
literacy and competency so that we are not misled nor misleading others.
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<Roles of Hiroshima to Promote Peacebuilding>EFIELE %R ET ALENDEE
City for Peace FEFN&RTH

We expect Hiroshima to become an international peace hub and highlight international issues
alongside emphasising peacebuilding and reconstruction as well as the destructive nature of wars.
We look to Hiroshima to do this by hosting more conferences and working with non-profit global peace-
focused organisations to continue spreading the message of peace on a global scale. We hope to see
Hiroshima continue to promote ideals of peace, alongside ideals such as freedom of speech and
democratic voting systems to give a voice to the people. In addition, Hiroshima should continue
education for peacebuilding at the local, state, and global levels. Hiroshima should also keep
collaborating with world leaders to create changes and actualise peace and reconstruction projects to
improve world affairs and to work towards accomplishing the SDGs worldwide.
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Initiative4 = 75747

We expect Hiroshima to take the initiative in sharing its own experience in reconstruction after the
devastation, and to foster an international desire for peace. We would like to see Hiroshima providing
and encouraging coverage of the topics of global peace and nuclear weapons through social media,
television, and other traditional forms of media (including art, music, short films, stories and
newspapers). Additionally Hiroshima should supplement the provision of information by upgrading
the current online resources by adding virtual libraries and podcasts. Hiroshima should also work to
improve peace education worldwide by taking an active part in international education initiatives
such as student exchanges.
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{Closing> #&&

When we look at Hiroshima, we can see a story that resembles a phoenix. When Hiroshima was
destroyed by the atomic bomb, it was not simply the end of the city. Instead, it came back, more
vibrant than ever before. It grew from its ashes instead of burying itself in them. This story of rebirth
and perseverance shows us that we can find good in bad, and make beauty from hopelessness.
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It was an honor to participate in the Hiroshima Junior International Forum. It was a great journey
of knowledge-sharing and collaboration. We may have come from diverse backgrounds, cultures, and
perspectives, but it was precisely this diversity that enriched our conversations and enabled us to find
innovative solutions to global issues. We now understand that our mission goes far beyond this forum.
As the youth of today, we realize that we are highly responsible for carrying the world in the future.
Many of us have experienced world injustices and interruptions to peace already, and have the drive
needed to fix these problems and improve our world, even if perfection is impossible.
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The completion of the Hiroshima Declaration is simply the beginning of a very long path that we must
build for ourselves and our peers. It starts with us and we intend to begin now. We, the next generation,
hold the fragility of world politics carefully in our hands. We intend to begin forming international
friendships, treating each other with respect, empathy and equality, and working together to make
this world better for all of us. We intend to begin the search for solutions, both inside and outside of
our home countries and the communities within. We will begin the journey in advocating for beautiful
human lives, which are just like our own; swearing to protect them all.
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